
Gen 27:1-41a

     Could a Biblical covenant be reversed or modified if it was entered into based upon dishonesty by the 
recipient? The answer is No! Two examples illustrate this. Jacob's deception of his father Jacob to receive the 
blessing meant for Esau (Gen 27) and the Gibeonites making a treaty with Israel by deception (Josh 9).

Jacob Deceives Isaac in order to Receive the Blessing Intended for Esau - Genesis 27:1-41
     Now it came about, when Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim to see, that he called his older son 
Esau and said to him, "My son." And he said to him, "Here I am." Isaac said, "Behold now, I am old and I do 
not know the day of my death. Now then, please take your gear, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the 
field and hunt game for me; and prepare a savory dish for me such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, 
so that my soul may bless you before I die." Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So 
when Esau went to the field to hunt for game to bring home, Rebekah said to her son Jacob, "Behold, I heard 
your father speak to your brother Esau, saying, 'Bring me some game and prepare a savory dish for me, that I 
may eat, and bless you in the presence of the LORD before my death.' Now therefore, my son, listen to me as 
I command you. Go now to the flock and bring me two choice young goats from there, that I may prepare them 
as a savory dish for your father, such as he loves. Then you shall bring it to your father, that he may eat, so 
that he may bless you before his death." Jacob answered his mother Rebekah, "Behold, Esau my brother is a 
hairy man and I am a smooth man. Perhaps my father will feel me, then I will be as a deceiver in his sight, and 
I will bring upon myself a curse and not a blessing." But his mother said to him, "Your curse be on me, my 
son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me." So he went and got them, and brought them to his mother; 
and his mother made savory food such as his father loved. Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her 
elder son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. And she put the skins of 
the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. She also gave the savory food and the 
bread, which she had made, to her son Jacob. Then he came to his father and said, "My father." And he said,
"Here I am. Who are you, my son?" Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn; I have done as you told 
me. Get up, please, sit and eat of my game, that you may bless me." Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you 
 have it so quickly, my son?" And he said, "Because the LORD your God caused it to happen to me." Then 
Isaac said to Jacob, "Please come close, that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son Esau or 
not." So Jacob came close to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but 
the hands are the hands of Esau." He did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother 
Esau's hands; so he blessed him. And he said, "Are you really my son Esau?" And he said, "I am." So he 
said, "Bring it to me, and I will eat of my son's game, that I may bless you." And he brought it to him, and he 
ate; he also brought him wine and he drank. Then his father Isaac said to him, "Please come close and kiss 
me, my son." So he came close and kissed him; and when he smelled the smell of his garments, he blessed 
him and said, "See, the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field which the LORD has blessed; Now may 
God give you of the dew of heaven, And of the fatness of the earth, And an abundance of grain and new wine;
May peoples serve you, And nations bow down to you; Be master of your brothers, And may your mother's 
sons bow down to you. Cursed be those who curse you, And blessed be those who bless you." Now it came 
about, as soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had hardly gone out from the presence of 
Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from his hunting. Then he also made savory food, and brought it 
to his father; and he said to his father, "Let my father arise and eat of his son's game, that you may bless me."
Isaac his father said to him, "Who are you?" And he said, "I am your son, your firstborn, Esau." Then Isaac 
trembled violently, and said, "Who was he then that hunted game and brought it to me, so that I ate of all of it 
before you came, and blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed." When Esau heard the words of his father, 
he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me, even me also, O my 
father!" And he said, "Your brother came deceitfully and has taken away your blessing." Then he said, 
"Is he not rightly named Jacob, for he has supplanted me these two times? He took away my birthright, and 
behold, now he has taken away my blessing." And he said, "Have you not reserved a blessing for me?" But 
Isaac replied to Esau, "Behold, I have made him your master, and all his relatives I have given to him as 
servants; and with grain and new wine I have sustained him. Now as for you then, what can I do, my son?" 
Esau said to his father, "Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father." So 
Esau lifted his voice and wept. Then Isaac his father answered and said to him, "Behold, away from the fertility 
of the earth shall be your dwelling, And away from the dew of heaven from above. By your sword you shall live, 
And your brother you shall serve; But it shall come about when you become restless, That you will break his 
yoke from your neck." So Esau bore a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had 
blessed him; and Esau said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother 
Jacob."1
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    Now it came about when all the kings who were beyond the Jordan, in the hill country and in the lowland 
and on all the coast of the Great Sea toward Lebanon, the Hittite and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, 
the Hivite and the Jebusite, heard of it, that they gathered themselves together with one accord to fight with 
Joshua and with Israel. When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, they 
also acted craftily and set out as envoys, and took worn-out sacks on their donkeys, and wineskins worn-out 
and torn and mended, and worn-out and patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes on themselves; 
and all the bread of their provision was dry and had become crumbled. They went to Joshua to the camp at 
Gilgal and said to him and to the men of Israel, "We have come from a far country; now therefore, make a 
covenant with us." The men of Israel said to the Hivites, "Perhaps you are living within our land; how then shall 
we make a covenant with you?" But they said to Joshua, "We are your servants." Then Joshua said to them,
Who are you and where do you come from? They said to him, "Your servants have come from a very far 
country because of the fame of the LORD your God; for we have heard the report of Him and all that He did in 
Egypt, and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon king of 
Heshbon and to Og king of Bashan who was at Ashtaroth. So our elders and all the inhabitants of our country 
spoke to us, saying, 'Take provisions in your hand for the journey, and go to meet them and say to them, "We 
are your servants; now then, make a covenant with us. This our bread was warm when we took it for our 
provisions out of our houses on the day that we left to come to you; but now behold, it is dry and has become 
crumbled. These wineskins which we filled were new, and behold, they are torn; and these our clothes and our 
sandals are worn out because of the very long journey." So the men of Israel took some of their provisions, 
and did not ask for the counsel of the LORD. Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with 
them, to let them live; and the leaders of the congregation swore an oath to them. It came about at the end of 
three days after they had made a covenant with them, that they heard that they were neighbors and that they 
were living within their land. Then the sons of Israel set out and came to their cities on the third day. Now their 
cities were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth and Kiriath-jearim. The sons of Israel did not strike them 
because the leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by the LORD the God of Israel. And the whole 
congregation grumbled against the leaders. But all the leaders said to the whole congregation, "We have 
sworn to them by the LORD, the God of Israel, and now we cannot touch them. This we will do to
them, even let them live, so that wrath will not be upon us for the oath which we swore to them." The 
leaders said to them, "Let them live." So they became hewers of wood and drawers of water for the whole 
congregation, just as the leaders had spoken to them. Then Joshua called for them and spoke to them, saying,
 "Why have you deceived us, saying, 'We are very far from you,' when you are living within our land? Now 
therefore, you are cursed, and you shall never cease being slaves, both hewers of wood and drawers of water 
for the house of my God." So they answered Joshua and said, "Because it was certainly told your servants that 
the LORD your God had commanded His servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the 
inhabitants of the land before you; therefore we feared greatly for our lives because of you, and have done this 
thing. Now behold, we are in your hands; do as it seems good and right in your sight to do to us." Thus he did 
to them, and delivered them from the hands of the sons of Israel, and they did not kill them. But Joshua made 
them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation and for the altar of the LORD, to this 
day, in the place which He would choose.
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