
Acts 10:1-16:34a

     The New Testament records five household baptisms (Acts 10:1-11:18; 16:14-15; 16:29-34; 18:8; 
1 Cor 1:14). The clear implication of these five passages is that all those who believed were baptized
regardless of their age.

10:1 Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian 
cohort,

10:2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household….
10:24 On the following day he [Peter] entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them and had 

called together his relatives and close friends.
10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were 

listening to the message.
10:45 All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit 

had been poured out on the Gentiles also.
10:46 For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered,
10:47 "Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we did, can he?"
10:48 And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ….
11:2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those who were circumcised took issue with him,
11:3 saying, "You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them."
11:4 But Peter began speaking and proceeded to explain to them in orderly sequence, saying….
11:13 "And he [Cornelius] reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house, and saying,

'Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, brought here;
11:14 and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.'
11:15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as He did upon us at the beginning.
11:16 "And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, 'John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'
11:17 Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also after believing in the Lord Jesus 

Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?"

16:14 A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was 
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.

16:15 And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay." And she prevailed upon us.

16:29 And he [the jailer] called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul 
and Silas,

16:30 and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"
16:31 They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household."
16:32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house.
16:33 And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was 

baptized, he and all his household.
16:33 And he brought them into his house and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, having 

believed in God with his whole household.

18:8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his household, and many of 
the Corinthians when they heard were believing and being baptized.
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Acts 10:1-16:34a

1:16 Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I 
baptized any other.

     The clear implication of the four household baptisms recorded in the New Testament is that all those 
who were old enough to believe were baptized. In the first century parents typically had many children, 
although many did not survive into adulthood. For example, Mary, the mother of Jesus, had at least seven 
(Matt 13:55-56). If God did not want young believing children to be baptized, he would have made this clear 
in the descriptions of the household baptisms.
     It should also be noted that  in the New Testament that whenever the time period between conversion 
and baptism is noted, everyone was baptized within three days of their conversion. Paul was the one 
person baptized three days later (Acts 9:9-18), but if his actual conversion was perchance at the time that 
he received his sight, then he also was baptized within twenty-four hours (cf. Acts 22:16).1

1 This possibility was suggested to me by Justin Woyak.
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The Baptism of the Household of Stephanus (1 Corinthians 1:16)


